74 


Meafure for Meafure. 


Luc. Sir,I know him, and I louc him. 

Duke. Louc talkes with better knowledge,& know¬ 
ledge with dearc loue. 

Luc ♦ Come Sir, I know what I know. 

Dukf\ I can hardly belceuc that, finceyou know wot 
what youfpeake. But ifeuer the Duke retnrnc (as our 
praiers arc he may) let mee defire you to make your afi- 
fwer before him : if it bee honeft you hauc ipoke, you 
hauc courage comaintaine it; 1 am bound to call vppon 
you, and I pray you your name ? 

Luc. Sir my name is Lucio, wel known to the Duke. 

‘Duke. H* (ball know you better Sir, iflmayliueto 
report you. 

Luc. Ifeareyounot. 

Duke, O, you hope the Duke will rcturnenomore: 
or you imagine me to vnhurtfull an oppolite:but indeed 
I can doc you little harme : You’ll for-fweare this a- 


gaine ? 


He be bang’d firft 


Thou art* deceiu’d in mee 
Canft thou tell if Claudio 


Luc . 

Friar* But no more of this : 
die to morrow, or no ? 

Duke . Why fhould he dieSir ? 

Luc. Why? For filling a bottle with aTunne^difh : 
I would the Duke we talke of were return’d againe: this 
vngenitur’d Agent will vn-peopie theProuince with 
Continencie. Sparrowes muft not build in his houlc- 
ceues,becaufe they are lecherous: The Duke yet would 
hauedarke deeds d3rkclieanfwered, hee would ncuer 
bring them to light: would hee were return’d. Marne 
this (flauaio is condemned for vntruffing.Farwell good 
Friar, Iprethee pray forme ; The Duke (1 fayto thee 
againe) would eate M ucton on Fridaies* He’s now pall 
it, yet (and I fay co thee) hee would mouth with a beg¬ 
gar, though fhe fmclt browne-bread and Garhckc; (ay 
thatl faid fo : Farewell. Exit. 

Duke. No might, nor greatneffe in mortality 
Can cenfure fcape : Back-wounding calumnie 
The whiteft vertue ftrikes. What King fo ftrong, 

Can tie the gall-vp in the flanderous tong ? 

3ut who comes heere ? 

Enter Efealuj , Vrotioft , and Bawd. 

Efc . Go, away with her co prifon. 

Bawd. Good my Lord be good to mee, your Honor 
is accounted a mercifuil man : good my Lord. 

Efc . Double, and crebblc admonition, andftillfor- 
feite in the lame kmde ? This would make mercy fwcarc 
and play the Tirant. 

Pro. A Bawd ofeleuen yearcs continuance, may it 
pleafe your Honor. 

Bawd. My Lord, this is one lucidt information a- 
gainft me, Miftris Kate Keepe-downc was with childe by 
him in the Dukes time, he promis’d her marriage : his 
Childe is a yeere and a quarter olde come Philip and /<*- 
cob : I haue kept it my felfc; and fee how hee goes about 
to abufe me. 

Efc. That fellow is a fellow of much Licenfe : Let 
him be call’d before vs. Away with her to prifon :Goe 
too, no more words. Prouoft, my Brother Angelo will 
not be alcer’d, Claudio muft die to morrow: Let him be 
furnifh’d with Diuines, and haue all charitable prepara¬ 
tion. If my brother wrought by my pitie, it fhould not 
be fo with him. 

Pro. So pjeafe you, this Friar hath beene with him, 
and aduis’d him for th’cntcrtairiment of death. 

Efc. Good’fcurn, good Father. 

Duke. Blifle, andgoodncCfeonyou. 


Efc. Of whence are you ? 

Duk ?.Not of this Countric,though my chance is now 
To vfc it for my time: I am a brother 
Of gracious Order, late come from the Sea, 

In fpeciall bufinefle from his Holineffc. 

Efc . What newes abroad ith World ? 

Duke. None, but that there is fo great a Feauor on 
goodneffe, that the diffolution of it muft cure it. hjJ. 
ueltic is onely in requeft, and as it is as dangerous to be 
aged inanykindeofeourfe, as lets vertuous to be con 
ftant in any vndertaking. There is fcarfe truth enouoh 
aliuc to make Societies fecure, but Securitie enough to 
make Fellowlhips accurft; Much vpon this riddlcrum 


the wifedome of the world ; This newes is old 


enough, 


yet it is eucrie daies newes. I pray you Sir,of what difi 
poficion was the Duke? * 

Efc. One, that abouc all other ftrifes. 

Contended cfpecially to know himfelfc. 

Duke. What pleafurc was he giuen to? 

Efc. Rather reioycing to fee another merry, theu 
meriric at anie thing which profeft to make him rcioite 
A Gentleman of all temperance. Butleauewec him to 
his euents, with a praier they may proue profperous & 
let me defire to know, how you finde Claudio prepar’d ? 
I am made to vnderftand, that you hauc lent him vifita- 
tion. * 

Duke. Heprofeffcstohauerccciued nofiniftermea- 
furc from his Iudgc, but moft willingly humbles him. 
felfc to the determination of lufticc : yee had he framed 
to himfelfe (by the inftru&ion of his frailty) manie de. 
ccyuing promifes oflifc, which I (by my good lcifurc) 
hauc dilcredited to him, and now is he refolu’d to die. 

Efc. You haue paid the hcauens your Fun&ion, and 
the prifoner the veric debt of your Calling. I haue la¬ 
bour’d for the poore Gentleman,to the extremeft fliore 
of my modcftie,but my brother-Iufticc hauc I found fo 
feuere,that he hath forc’d rae to tell him, hee is indeede 
Iuftice. 

Duke. If hisowne life, 

Anfwcre the ftraitneffeof his proceeding, 

It fhall become him well: wherein if he chance to faile 
he hath fcntenc’d himfelfe. 

Efc, I am going to vifit the prifoner, Fare you well, 
Duke. Peace be with you. 

He whothefword ofHeaucn willbeare. 

Should be as holy, as feueare: 

Patterne in himfelfe to know, 

Grace to ftand, and Vertue go : 

More, nor leffe to others paying. 

Then by felfc-offences weighing. \ 

Shame to him, whofecrucll ftriking, 

Kils for faults of his owne liking: 

Twice trcbble fihame on Angelo , 

To vveede my vice, and let his grow. 

Oh,what may Man within him hide. 

Though Angel on the outward fide? 

How may likenefle made in crimes, 

Making pra&ife on the Times, 

To draw with ydleSpiders firings 
Moft ponderous and fubftantiali things ? 

Craft againft vice, I muft applie. 

With Angelo to night fhall lye 
His old betroathed (but defpifed:) 

So difguife (hall by th’difguifcd 
Pay with faUhood, falfe erasing. 

And performe an olde contraAing, Exit 
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Aftus Quartus. ScoenaTrima. 


Enter ’Mariana, andBoy ftnging. 

Song. T*ke, oh take thofe tips away, 

* that fo tyeetly werefortyorne. 

And thofe eyes: the break? of day 
lights that doe mijlead the Morne ; 

Hut my kiffes bring againe tying againe, 

Seales eflouefut feald in vaine y feal d in vatne. 

Enter Duke. 

Afar.Btczke off thy fong ; andha(lc thee quick away, 
Here comes a man ofcomfort,whoie-aduicc 
Hath often ftill’d my brawling difeontent. 

I cry you mercic,Sir,and well could wifh 
You had not found me here fo muficall. 

Let me cxcufe me, and bcleeue me fo, 

My mirth it much difpleafd,butpleafd my woe. 
DukfTis good 5 though Mufick oft hath fuch a charme 
To make bad, good; and good prouoake to harme. 

I pray you tell me,hath any body enquir’d for mee here 
today; much vpon this time haue I promiPd here to 
roeete. 

Mar. You haue not bin enquir’d aker : I hauc lat 
here all day. 

Enter Ifabell. 

Duk* I doe confiantly belceuc you : the time is come 
tuen now. I fhall craue your forbearance alittle,may be 
I will call vpon you anone for feme aduantage to your 
felfc. 

Mar. I am alwayes bound toyou. Exit. 

Duk: Very well met,and well come: 

What is the newes from this good Deputic? 

Ifab. He hath a Garden circummur’d with Bricke, 
Whofe wefterne fide is with a Vineyard back’c; 

And to that Vineyard is a planched gate. 

That makes his opening with this bigger Key : 

This other doth command a little doore, 

Which from the Vineyard to the Garden IcaJes, 

There hauc I made my promife, vpon the 
Heauy midlc of the night,to call vpon him. 

Duk^ But fhall you on your knowledge find this way? 
Ifab. I haue t’anea due.and wary note vpon’t. 

With whifpering,and moft guilcic diligence. 

In aftion all of precept,he did fhow rric 
The way twice ore. 

Duk. Are there no other tokens 
Bctweenc you ’greed,concerning her obferuancc? 

Ifab. No: none but onely a repairc ith’ darkc, 

And thatl hauc pqflcft him,my moft ftay 
Canbcbutbricfe.-Torlhaue made him know, 

I haue a Seruant comes with me along 
That ftaies vpon me; whofe perfwafion is, 

I come about my Brother. 

Duk . Tis well borne vp. 

I hauc not yet made knowne to Mariana 
Enter Mariana. 

A word of this: what hoa,within; come forth, 

I pray you be acquainted with this Maid, 

She comes to doe you good. ' 

Ifab. I doc defire the like. 

Duk^ Do you perfwade your fclfe that I refpe& you? 


Mar. Good Frier, 1 know' you do,and haue found it, ' 

Duk?* Take then this your companion by the hand 
Who hath a ttoric readie for your care : 

I fhall attend your leifure, but make hafte 
The vaporous night approaches. 

Afar. Wilt pleafe you walke afide. Exit. 

Dmc. Oh Place,and gt'eatnes: millions offalfeeies 
Are ftucke vpon thee: volumes of report 
Run with thefe falfe, and moft contrariousQucft 
Vpon thy doings: thoufand elcapcs of wit 
Make thee the father of their idle dreame. 

And raeke thee in their fancies. Welcome,how agreed ? 

Enter Mariana and IfabeUa. 

Ifab. Shec’il take the cnterprize vpon her father, 

Ifyoti aduife it. 

Duke. It is not my con fen r, 

Buc my entreaty too. 

I fa. Little haue you to fay 
Wheoyou depart from him, but foft and low. 

Remember now my brother. 

Mar. Feareme not. 

( Duk. Nor gentle daughter, feare you not at all: 

He is your husband on a pre-contra<ft : 

To bring you thus together’tis no finne, 

Sith that the Iufticeofyour title to him 
Doth flourifh the deceit. Come, let vs goc. 

Our Cornc’s to reape,for yet our Tithes to fbw. Exeunt. 


Scena Secunda. 


Enter Prouofi and (flowne. 

Pro. Come hither firha ; can you cut off 3 mans head? 

Clo. If the man be a Bachelor Sir,I can: 

But if he be a married man, he’s his wiucs head, 

And I can ncuer cut off a womans head. 

Pro . Come fir,leaue me your fn 2 tches, and y eeld mee 
a dire£f anfwere. Tomorrowmorni-ng are todi c Clau¬ 
dio and Barnardine : heere is in our prifon a common exe¬ 
cutioner, who in his office lacks a helper, if you will take 
it on you to affift him, it fhall redeeme you from vour 
Gyucs : if not,you fiiall haue your full time of imprifon- 
ment, and your dcliuerance with an vnpitried whipping; 
for you haue beene a notorious bawd. 

Clo. Sir, I haue beene an vnlawfull bawd.rinie out of 
minde, but yet I will bee content to be a lawfull hang¬ 
man : I would bee glad to receiue fome inftrudrion from 
my fellow partner. 

Pro. What hoa, Abhorfon : where’s Abhorfon there? 

Enter Abhorfon. 

Abh. Doe you call fir ? 

Tro. Sirha,here's a fellow will helpe you to morrow 
in your execution : if you thinke it mcet,compound with 
him by the yeere, and let him abide here with you,if nor, 
vfc him for theprefent, and difmiffe him, hee cannot 
plead his eftimation with you: he hath beene a Bawd. 

Abh. A Bawd Sir ? fic vpon him,he will difcredic our 
myfteric. 

Pro. Goe too Sir, you waighequallie: a feather will 
turne the Scale, it. 

Clo . Pray fir, by your good fauor : for furely fir, a 
good fauor you haue,but that you haue a hanging look: 
Doc you call fir,your occupation a Myfterie ? 

G 2 Abh. I, 














































































